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PREFACE 


All men pray. But, in this age of sophisti¬ 
cation, many strive to repress the natural 
impulse of the heart because of an appar¬ 
ently contrary belief of the mind. Yet, even 
the most skeptical among us experiences 
moments when the dammed up instinct 
breaks out of its walls, when crisis, or dan¬ 
ger, or responsibility shakes loose the hidden 
impulse. For, limited and imperfect crea¬ 
tures that we are, the divine discontent 
within us longs to relate our personal expe¬ 
riences, our individual strivings, our inmost 
yearnings to the spirit of the universe; we 
seek to give meaning to our deeper instincts, 
to justify the profound value we sense in 
them for ourselves by sounding them against 
the reverberations of the cosmos. 

Prayer is the universal and time-honored 
means through which man has endeavoured 
to express this fathomless hunger, to estab¬ 
lish communication between his most pro¬ 
found heartbeats and the beating heart of 
the universe. Some unbind their emotions, 
easily, flowingly; others, like Lincoln, are 
driven to their knees “by the overwhelming 
conviction that I had nowhere else to go.. ” 





But, from the incantation of a savage in 
the forest to the invocation of a Schweitzer 
in the jungle, prayer, like a river, has risen 
to the level of those who use it and been 
shaped to their capacity and need. 

The invocations that follow are examples 
of prayer shaped to the many needs of mod¬ 
ern man in an average American community. 
We hope they may help others to release 
their inhibitions and raise this deepest of 
instincts from the level of an occasional self¬ 
ish cry of need to a disciplined, invaluable 
tool for more civilized living. 
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REBIRTH 


0 God of the fragrant flower 
and the flickering leaf: 

We call upon Thy Name, 

at this renascent season, 
when Thy life-giving spirit 
quickens the silent earth, 
and our cold, slumbering world 
is born anew 
in the golden glory 
of jonquils and forsythia. 

Help us, 

the humble denizens 
of this earth, 

0 Lord, 

to find rebirth of hope and meaning 
in our lives, 

at this season, 

to see the world with new-born eyes, 
to believe deeply 

that life and rapture 
can begin again 
tor those whose faith 
matches their need. 



For 


is not this, 

0 Father, 

Thy first commandment 

to us, 

the Children of Israel: 

“I am the Lord, 

Thy God, 

Who brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house 
of bondage?” 

If our fathers, 

sunken in the mire of Egyptian slavery 
for four hundred years 
could find 
in Thee, 

the strength and the inspiration 

to cast off the maiming manacles 
that slashed their wrists and ankles 

and surge forth to freedom 

on that memorable spring night 

thirty two hundred years ago, 
then, surely, 

no creature is so lowly, 
no lot so hopeless, 
that we cannot, 

with Thy help, 
find in it 

new blessing, 

“ dn ” C, ' K 'O'**»»«»„. 
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Open our eyes, 

0 Lord, 

to Thy wondrous works, 
that we may discern Thee in our lives 
each day, 

and behold the world, 
each morning, 
as fresh 

and burgeoning with hope 

as it was to Noah and his clan 
after weeks of endless storm, 
when the sun smiled over the 
earth again 
in a golden dawn. 

Praised be Thou, 

0 Lord, 

who bringest forth 
the bread of life 
from the dust 
of the languid earth. 

Amen. 
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tree planting 


OThou, 

who first planted trees 

eastward in Eden, 

and hast created on earth 

a resemblance to Paradise 

through the overarching beauty 
of leaf and branch— 
we thank Thee for the gift 
of fruit and shade, 
of food and shelter, 

which Thy Divine wisdom hast 
provided 

for the children of men. 


To our forefathers, 
wandering 

through the wilderness of Sinai, 
the sight of a tree 
meant 
respite 

from the beating rays of the sun, 
an oasis of refreshment 
amid the devouring desolation 
of the desert. 

To us, 


as we plant these saplings today, 
these trees, 
too, 

mean 

rel ief for the eyes 

^surrounding wilderness 
of h arsh brick 
a "d barren stone __ 
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they signify 

deliverance for the spirit 

from the cold, unyielding pavements 
that have sealed of! the city 
from the soil 
and its Maker. 

We pray Thee, 

0 Heavenly Father, 
that 

even as we break the earth’s crust 
to implant this foliage, 

so may we be helped 
to pierce the callousness of our hearts 
to the suffering of our brethren, 
and create 

within their arid indifference 
a heavenly oasis, 
wherein 
our fellowmen 
may ever find 

solace and understanding, 
sympathy and peace. 

Then 

will the sacrifices of our youth 
be delivered from vanity, 
and the ideals for which they perished 
ever flourish, 
like the tree of Moses 
which, 

though scorched with suffering, 
was never consumed. 

Amen. April 27,1952 
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IN SPRING 


OMasterof the Universe: 

We stand before Thee 
at the onset 

of the wondrously beautiful month of May- 
the month 
whose visible glories 
are an ever-present reminder 
of Thy gracious skill 
and bountiful artistry: 
earth and sky, 
tree and flower 

bespeak the burgeoning blessing 
which fills Thy universe. 


Yet, 

as we behold 


the mantle of magnificence 

with which Thou hast clothed 
the earth, 

we are reminded that 

some of the earth’s richest treasures, 
its most precious possessions 

are hidden from the naked eye: 

coal and oil 


that warm our homes 

and power our industry 

3re h ' dden m the ^els of the earth; 

diamonds and rubies 
emeralds and pearls 

«|*« tocwIrointhecMes()i 
m oun tains, 


dredged f. 


r ° m ^ depths of the 


sea. 
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Are not we, 
thy children, 

Lord, 

fashioned in this same manner? 

There are those 
whose goodness 

radiates from their countenance: 
whose every word 
is a joy and a comfort; 

And there are those 
whose goodness 
is buried 

beneath mountains of suspicion, 
covered 

by waves of bitterness. 

Help us, 

0 Father, 
to perceive 

the goodness Thou hast planted 
in each of Thy children, 
to persist 

in bringing it forth 
to the light. 

Grant us 

the perserverance of miners 
and the courage of divers 
to sustain our search 

amid the dross and slag 
of emotion and conflict 
tor the ever-present ore of goodness 
and the jewels of lovingkindness 
that are hidden deep 
in the hearts of our fellowmen. 

Amen. 
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BROTHERHOOD WEEK 
0 Lord, 

God of the infinite heavens 

and the brimming earth, 

Designer of the human heart 
and its aspirations, 
we, Thy children, 

whom Thou has made in Thine image, 
turn unto Thee at this season, 
praying 

that Thou mayest guide us in our strivings 
to become more like Thee 

in the judgments of our hearts 
and the understanding of our deeds. 

For, in Thine infinite wisdom, 

0 Architect of the Universe, 

Thou has fashioned all Thy children 

with minds that seek truth, 

with hearts that yearn for love and 
beauty, 

with voices and bodies that strive to 
speak Thy praise. 

Joined in these common ties with Thee 

in the struggle to perfect Thy 

universe, 

Thou hast yet rendered us 
every one 

distinct from his brother: 




in form, 
in speech, 

in color of eye and skin, 
in shape of hand and head, 

we are 
each 

unique creations of Thine almighty hand. 

Give us, 
then, 

the grace, 

0 Father, 

to rise above shallow self-love 
and make manifest 
our understanding 

of the wonders of Thy 
universe, 
by acts 

that honor all its manifold 
creatures. 

May we, 

who gather in Thy name, 
stand ready to do battle 
against those who would blaspheme Thee 
by mocking the blessed diversity 
of Thy creations. 

Imbue us 
also 

with earnestness and zeal 
in seeking to know Thee 
in all Thy ways, 
in preaching Thy truth 

as Thou givest us to see the tiut 
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may we ever display charity and 

understanding 
to our fellow men 

whose beliefs and forms of expression 

may be different from ours; 

[or even as each blade of grass, 
each ocean wave, 

comes fresh and nevvmade 
from Thy gracious hand, 

yet all strive for common union 
with Thee, 

so do Thy creatures seek Thee 
each after his own fashion, 
yet, to Thee, 

is all seeking welcome, 
and every aspiration 

is pleasing in Thy sight. 

Widen the horizons of our hearts, 

0 heavenly Father, 
that we may come to realize 
the surpassing joy 

envisioned by Thy sweet singer, 

David: 

“Behold 

how good and how pleasant it is 

for brethren to dwell together 

in amity and in peace.” 

Amen. 

February 1951 
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m 

•the birthday of the 

UNITED NATIONS 

Father of all Men: 

Since time immemorial 
Thy children 
have sought 
to find Thee 

in the realm of nature 
and in the varied experiences of their 
lives: 

In the roar of thunder 

have they heard Thy stirring voice; 
in the golden glory of the sun 

have they seen Thy radiance. 

Where the mountains tower 
above the plain, 

they have built Thee 
their altars, 

and in the forest’s cooling shade 
have they heard 
Thy still, small voice. 

But 

deepest of all 
has been 

the resonance of Thy spirit 
that has echoed to man 
from the heart of his fellow. 

He has longed 
through the ages 
for the day 

when the swords of battle 
would be beaten 

into ploughs of peace, 





,f conquest 

into hooks of harvest. 


when the spears 

would be bent 


And he has prayed unto Thee 

for the coming of a day 
when 

nation would not lift up swoid 

against nation, 

nor learn war any moie. 


We thank Thee, 

0 Master of the Universe, 
that 

in our lifetime 
the agonies of war 
have 
at last 

been converted 
to the birth-pangs of peace, 
and 

out of countless centuries 
of bloodshed 
there has emerged 

the soft-skinned babe 
of brotherhood. 


We are pateful 
for this child 
ofthe Nations United, 

th ough his legs 
1,6 unsteady 

vvel thefingerSofhis mastery 
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For 

in his heart 
he bears 

the talisman of our future, 

and 

upon his head 
rests 

the crown of human aspiration. 
Help us, 

0 Heavenly Father, 
to be patient with him 
as he winders 
and stumbles 
along the paths of growth; 
teach us 
to cherish him 

as a priceless treasure 
tho’ he fulfill 

but slowly 
and imperfectly 
the high promise of his advent. 

Endow with wisdom and vision, 
we pray Thee, 

those who are charged 
with guiding the destinies 

of this 

heir of human hope, 

that they may lead us 
to that era, 
when every man 

shall sit under his vine and fig tree, 
beside his own house and garden, 
and none shall make him afraid. 
Amen. 



PRAYER FOR 
AMERICAN ENTERPRISE 


0 Heavenly Father, 
as we behold 

the abundant display 
of this splendid merchandise mart, 
our hearts rise up to thank Thee 
for the fulness of Thy bounty 
which burgeons forth 
from this promised land 
toward which 
Thou didst guide 
our fathers’ steps. 

We thank Thee for this goodly earth, 
its shimmering wheat and 
sturdy corn, 

its snowy cotton and its golden flax; 
we thank Thee 

for its hills of iron and its mountains 
of brass, 

Its mines of coal and its wells of oil; 

we thank Thee 

for its roaring rivers that sing 

with power, 
and its lapping seas 

3t bnng the Wide Worl d to our doorstep. 
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We thank Thee, 
too, 

0 Lord, 

that Thou hast given us 
men 

to match our mountains, 

men 

whose wisdom 

has endowed us with the freedom 
to use Thy blessings 

for the greatest good 
of the greatest number 
in mankind s history; 

men 

whose energy and ingenuity 

have made them true partners 
with Thee, 0 Lord, 
in the divine process of creation. 



We thank Thee, 

0 Father, 

for the farmer at his plow 
and the miner at his drill, 
for the mechanic at his lathe 
and the printer at his press, 
for the shoemaker at his bench 
and the steelworker at his furnace, 
for the merchandiser at his desk 
and the salesgirl at the countei. 
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May this great enterprise, 

whose open shelves 
and abundant displays 

symbolize 
the fruitage 

of the noble partnership 
of free men 
working together 
under God, 
receive Thy blessing, 

0 Lord, 

that it may move forward 
in peace and prosperity. 


May those 

who labour beneath its roof, 
and those 

who enter its portals 

to share in its abundance, 
be ever mindful 

of how great 

is this simple privilege, 

how rich 


is the reward 

of those who serve each other 

an d Thee 


Amen. 


in honesty and truth 

in '^*p mi n npeaca 


Qt l ^ e °P e ning of Kresge’s, 
East Orange, 

°ctober I6 t igg 6 












THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
& CIVICS 

0 Heavenly Father: 

In this hour of trial 
for our nation 
and for mankind, 
when vicious men 
seek to promote the arts of war 
in remote corners 
of this earth’s scarred surface, 
we gather here 

in our quiet community 
to further the arts of peace, 
to seek the road 

toward lives of greater abundance 
and usefulness 
for our citizenry. 

0, Thou, 

who hast been the inspiration of our fathers 
in ages past, 

when they sought to establish 
u Pon this continent 
a nation 

conceived in liberty 
and dedicated 

to the freedom of each individual 
human being, 
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guide us 
also 

aright, 

that we be not overawed 

by the black countenance of evil, 
nor affrighted 
by its malignant might. 

Our fathers faced greater odds 
in their day, 
with fewer allies 
at their side, 

and more meager resources 
at their disposal— 
yet, 

sustained by Thee, 
they were not dismayed, 
and victory 

perched upon their banners. 

Aid us, 
then, 

to preserve our American way of life— 
away 

that has been a beacon 
and a blessing 

to the downtrodden peoples of 
the earth, 

that we be not humbled 
by forces from without, 








nor 

in our anxiety to meet their challenge 

succumb 

to the regimen of the totalitarian outlook, 
that would rob us 
from within 

of the crowning glory of American 
citizenship: 

the independence of the individual 
in thought and action. 

May it be Thy will 

that we continue 
to march forward 
with courage 
and self-confidence 
that all men may see 

in our free commonwealth, 
the handiwork 
of Him 

who bringeth forth 
food 

from the earth. 

Amen. 

November 30,1950 
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little league 


0 Lord of Limb and Spirit: 

As we gather together 
at this harvest season, 
when we reap 
the fruits of our planting, 
we are grateful to Thee 
for having cast our lot 
in this wonderful land, 
whose soil 
and skies 

bespeak Thy bounty. 

We are grateful to Thee, 

also, 

0 Father, 

for the gift 
of liberty, 
which our fathers 

have bestowed upon us, 

declaring 

that all men are created equal, 

and endowed 

With inalienable rights. 


We are happy } 
as well, 

0 God, 
that 

'"this gracio Us land, 
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we are blessed with democracy 
not in our politics alone 
but in our play. 

We are grateful 
for the American tradition 
of sport, 
in which 
men 

and boys 

of every race, 
creed 

and nationality, 
participate equally 
in Thy sight, 

0 God, 

and 

in the sight of their fellow men. 
In the field of sport, 
each 

is judged for himself, 
by the way 
he plays the game, 



rather 

than by the color of his skin 
or the words of his prayers. 


Doctor and policeman, 
laborer and salesman, 
share equally 

in the enjoyment of our national 


pastime, 

a nd thrill 
its yearly call. 
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May we ever, 

0 God, 

through the continuous inspiration 

of such fellowship as this 

bring men and boys together— 

that the spirit of sportsmanship 
may continue to beat 
as the heart of America, 
and the character of our democracy 
be thereby enriched and sustained. 

Amen. 
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memorial day 


All kind and merciful Father, 
in whose sight 
a thousand years 
are but as a day, 
as we stand assembled 
here 

in this peaceful city 
on this beautiful day, 
we are deeply moved 
by memories, 
and spurred 
by hopes. 

We remember 
the fresh young lives 
whose sacrifice 

has desolated our homes 
and broken our hearts. 

We remember 
the dreams 

that died with them, 
the plans 

that with them 
passed away. 

Yet 

though these memories 
move our hearts 
to grieve 
and our eyes 
to weeping, 





we know, 

0 Heavenly Father, 
that 

not by tears 

nor by lamentation 
can we offer fitting tribute 

to these saviours of our Republic. 
’Twas not for weeping 
nor for monuments, 
for parades 
nor for speeches 
that they gave their lives. 

Our sons 
died, 
that we 
might live: 


that we might live 
as friends and neighbors, 
bound together 

by invisible cords of democracy 
and brotherhood. 

They died 

that we might be helped 

to bring closer 


^^■Scri^has spoken: 

«ft=,»ha bitanbthereo , 
sorrow is soothed 
0 God, 

m ‘be knowledge 

th at they are no w atnp 

with Thee. P ace 
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But, can we be at peace 
as long as 
the hopes 

for which they offered 
theii immeasurable devotion 
are endangered or unfulfilled? 

Help us, 

0 Father, 
to understand 

that there are no easy short-cuts to 
democracy; 

that the freedoms which Thy 
children won 
at such supreme cost, 
short days ago, 
cannot be preserved for us 
today 

by self-anointed inquisitors, 

who would destroy the very liberties 
for which they gave their lives, 
in the name of 

speedily saving the Republic. 

For he who strangles liberty, 
be it even 
with a flag, 

i s as guilty of murdering her 
as though 

he wielded a hammer and sickle. 
^ e ip us to appreciate, 
father, 

tl »e slow wisdom 

of the system 

°ur Founding Fathers established, 






wherein . . 

an epoch-making decision 

of our highest court 

can bring 

the dream of centuries 
closer to fulfillment. 

Aid us to see, 

0 Master of the Universe, 
that this democracy 
with which we have been endowed 
by the blood 
and the wisdom of generations 
is never perfect; 

that its essence is 
“unfinished business”, 
which one generation 
passes on to another 

like the torch at Marathon. 

Help us 
to do our part, 
in this 

our blessed community, 
to bring its democracy 
closer 

to the heavenly ideal, 

that we may be truly 

proud 

of the banners we wave, 
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that we may march 
in our patriotic rhythms 
this day 

with heads held high, 
knowing 

that as we parade 

the spirit of our departed heroes 

marches beside us, 

genuinely proud of our achievements 
and satisfied 

that their supreme sacrifice 
was not made in vain. 

Amen. 

May 30,1954 
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retirement of a civic servant 

0 God of our Fathers, 

who bestowest of Thy wisdom 

upon the sons of men, 

and givest of Thy Sovereignty 

unto Thy children, 

we ask Thy blessing 
upon him 

whom the people have called forth 
year after year 

to speak for them 
in things of state. 

For more than three decades 
he has proven faithful 
to his sacred trust: 

When tempted 
by men whose god is gain, 
he has proven true 
to his city, 
to himself, 
and to Thee; 

When godless men 
have striven 

to make a mockery of righteousness, 

Thou hast touched his lips, 
ar >d given him courage 
to defend the right 

^ he saw the right. 
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Through all these years 
he has shared 

with the prophets and leaders 
of all time 

in the slings and arrows 
of outraged citizens, 
in the flames of derision and 
contumely 
which lap ever 
at the feet of those 
distinguished 
in posts of public trust. 

Yet 

didst Thou strengthen him, 
that 

the crucibles of torturous testing 
converted his iron will 
to a shaft 

of steely determination, 
and our city remained 
free of corruption 
and self-aggrandizement. 

As he doffs the mantle of leadership— 
his service rendered, 
his mission fulfilled, 
we ask for him 

continued health and strength 
through the years Thou hast allotted to h 
that he may know 
the fullness of blessing 
envisioned by the Psalmist: 
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“The righteous 

shall blossom like the palm tree 
and grow 

like a cedar in Lebanon... 

They shall be sturdy 
in old age, 

flourishing and verdant; 
to declare 

that the Lord is upright, 
my Rock, 

in whom there is no unrighteousness. ” 

Amen. 

On the retirement of 
Mayor Martens of East Orange 
after 32 years as the city's 
chief executive. 

Nove?nher 8 , 1952 
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TEACHERS’ COMMENCEMENT 


0 Master of the Universe: 

We invoke Thy blessing 
this day, 

upon these young men and women 
who, 

having completed their appointed courses 
of study, 
are embarking 

upon the noblest career 
open 

to citizens of a free land: 

that of 

informing the mind of our people’s youth 
with the laws of Nature, 
and with an understanding of 
their fellow man 
and his ways; 

Be Thou with them 
that 

they may augment 

the bread of information 

with 

the ointment of affection 
and character, 
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the spirit of their young charges 

may be so fashioned 

as to ton their minds 
into an earnest 
and loving desire 
to move in harmony 

with the laws of nature 
and of a democratic society. 

Guide them, 

0 Father, 

thru the labyrinths of constricting trivia 
that strangle a teacher’s soul, 

that 

their eyes may see the world 
each day 
as fresh 

as it appeared to Adam 
at Creation’s dawn, 
and in each child, 

Thy Divine Spark, 

0 Lord, 

whomadest man 
in Thine own image. 

Amen. 

N. J. State Teachers 
College , Newark 

June 14,1951 
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A NEW YEAR OP SISTERHOOD 


0 Father of Fellowship: 

As we embark 
anew 

upon a season of activity and service 
in Thy vineyard, 

we invoke Thy blessing 
upon those who undertake 
the leadership of this association. 
Grant them patience 
and endurance 

to bear the tribulations of office 
with serenity and fortitude. 

For ever 

has it been thus: 

“Whom the Lord loveth 
He chasteneth sore”, 
and “men kill 
the things they love best.” 

May they who lead, then, 
be moved by Thee, 

0 Father, 

to forget 

the occasional pain of Thy yoke, 
as they are given to see 

the eternal vision of Thy purpose. 



' I 
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that they may realize 

that not their good name a . 

but that of their community 


and Thine, 
0 Lord, 


are dependent 

upon the successful consummation 

of their endeavors. 


And, lastly, 

0 God, 

bless our members, 
we pray Thee, 

with the good grace 
to strengthen 
and uphold the hands 
of those 

who have accepted obligations 
in their name, 

by aiding and encouraging them, 
by easing and smoothing their way, 
by restraining the natural tendency 
to criticize 
by word of mouth 
those 

whose sense of responsibility 
has made them an easy target 
for loose and carefree tongues. 

Give us the wisdom, 

0 Father, 
to learn, 
rather, 

to express 

our supeiior insight and good sense 

through assuming responsibilities of 

our own, 

cari ying them through 

impeccable perfect. 


34 










fy[ a y we never become 
so caught up 

in the rustling details of our activities 
0 Master of the Universe 
that we fail 
to see Thy forest 
for the trees;— 

that in all our service 
we may remember 
that we are essentially organized 
to help each other 
to become more like Thee, 
our God, 

and to better understand 
Israel’s aims and purposes. 

Help us 

to find joy and blessing 
in each other’s fellowship, 
comprehending that 

the peace on earth 

and understanding between men 

for which we pray to Thee, 

0 Lord, 

has its foundations 
in our ability 
to learn 

to live and work together 
here, 

in our own community, 

in friendship 
and in harmony. 

Amen. 
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brandeis university 


Our God 

and God of our Fathers, 

at this harvest season, 
when the good earth 
shows forth the richness of beauty 
and blessing 

which Thou hast implanted 
within its fertile soil, 
we have assembled 

to reap a harvest of richness and blessing 
which Thou hast implanted 
within the human soul. 


Through all the years of our earthly 
pilgrimage, 

0 Father, 

Thou hast sustained and comforted 


our people 

in days of uncertainty and gloom 
Wlth the ' stead y glow of golden souls, 

whose radiating warmth 

and be ckoning light 
avestrengthened lesser spirits 
an d Promoted the welfare and progress 
Of our faith, 
m days of trial 


Thoni b°uis °f challenge 

llh the volatj| e leaderehip 
° luminous star-spirits, 
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whose vivid statesmanship 
burst like comets 

across our firmament, 
transforming the weary embers of despair 
into meteors of incandescent hope: 

When Israel was enslaved in Egypt., 
Thou didst inflame the heart of Moses 
from the palace, 
to light his oppressed people 
the way toward the Promised Land; 
Saul’s soul 
Thou didst enkindle 

from behind the plow 
to weld the scattered tribes 
into a kingdom, 
and David’s spirit 
Thou didst ignite 

while tending his sheep 
until he established 
the effulgent commonwealth of Zion. 

Thus, 

in every generation, 
hast Thou provided us 

with dynamic reflections of 
Thine essence 
in the impassioned souls 
who made it manifest among men. 

Even so, 

in the second decade of our century, 
when the body of European Jewiy 
was racked ,. f 

on the agonizing battlefields o 
conflict and brutality, 
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and the denouement of nineteen centuries 

of homelessness 
seemed to culminate 

in a despairing climax of 

destruction and anguish, 

Thou didst erupt 
in the lustrous soul of 

Louis Dembitz Brandeis, 

who saw 

in the rebuilding of Zion 
a means of preserving for the world 
the best that is in the Jewish spirit. 

We thank Thee 
for the brilliance 

of this courageous Jewish leader, 
who returned vigorously to his people 
from the chambers of the mighty, 
like Moses of old, 
when they cried out 
for vivid, judicious leadership 
to light their vvay, 
once again, 

to the Promised Land; 

We thank Thee 
for this day, 

which he aided in making sacred 
in our people’s history— 

November 2nd— 

the anniversary of the Balfour Declaration 
of 1917, 

which sparked the miracle of Israel Reborn; 
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We thank Thee 
for the miracle 

of his return to his people, 
a miracle which reassures us 

in the most parlous of times, 
that the sparks of Thy Divinity 
are implanted 

in the hearts of all Thy scattered 

children; 

We thank Thee 

for the reputation of courage and wisdom 
which he established 

as the protagonist of freedom 
in the land of the free; 

We thank Thee 

for the great University 

which bears his name 
and strives to express 
his concept of an “Educated Jew”— 
one 

inspired by the Prophets, 
moved to high intellectual 
achievement, 

and a developed sense of community 
responsibility; 

We thank Thee 
for the opportunity 
which is ours 

to be associated with his name 

and with this noble enteiphse, 
and with those who seek 10 emlwc ^' 
its ideals; 
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We thank Thee 
for the spirit of such a one 
Irene Frankel— 

whose insight 

and effective leadership 
in our community 
enabled her 

to perceive the incomparable value 
of this endeavor, 
and brought so many of us 
close 

to its sacred opportunity for service. 


We pray 

that the example 
of her life, 
her character, 

and her deep devotion to causes 
Jewish 
may spur us 
to the conviction 


that the Divinity 
"ho animated giant visonaries 
like Moses and Brandeis 

^ Present in each of our hearts 

as well; 

that each of us, 

in his own way, 
may add 


anuu hlSt0r y° f °ur people 

e advancement of all mankind. 
Blessed art Thou 

0 Lord, 

Amen. 


November 2,1956 
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B’NAI B’RITH 


Our God 

and God of our Fathers: 

We, 

the sons of the Covenant, 
gather in this joyous assembly, 

at the eve of our Hanukah season, 
to rejoice in our achievements 
and reaffirm our objectives. 

We are grateful to Thee 
for the health and strength 

with which Thou hast endowed us, 

that, 

like the Maccabees of old, 
we might assemble a mighty host 

to make common cause with us 
against the enemies of apathy and 
indifference 

who corrode community life; 

We ask Thy blessings 
upon the brothers 

newly joined with us 
in this Covenant, 

that they may find in this fellow ship 
the inspiration 
and stimulus 
to deeds of courage 
and acts of lovingkindness, 
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We ask Thy guidance 

for the leadership 

of this lodge- 

may they be ever moved 

to turn the potential power 
of this phalanx of democracy 

to the benefit of our community 

and the enlightenment of its fellows, 
that Thy Name be honored 

and Israel be blessed 
by their actions. 

We invoke Thy benediction 
upon the International President 
of this order, 
who honors us 

with his personal participation 
in this feast 

of fellowship and dedication. 
Aid him, 
we pray Thee, 

0 Father, 
to continue 

blazing paths of creative courage 
and vigorous originality 
m the tangled underbrush 
of civic afiairs 

and Jewish self-realization, 
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that the fruits 

of centuries of sacrifice 
and decades of upbuilding 
may be accessible 
to all who seek them. 

May these deeds 

of Maccabean valor 
and dedication 
lend sinews to his speech, 
that each Ben B’rith 
be moved 

to emulate his example, 
wielding 

the sword of righteousness 
and the shield of democracy 
in an army 
of seekers after 
justice, 
dignity, 
and truth. 

Gird him with wisdom, 
we beseech Thee, 

arm him with insight, 
and strengthen him in health 
that his intrepid leadership may inspiie us 
to do battle 

for the causes he holds dear, 
at home and abroad, 
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that the well-being 

of our land 

and faith 

may be promoted, 

and Thy Name, 

OGod, 

be glorified in all the earth. 

Praised be Thou, 

0 Lord, our God, 

Ruler of the world, 
who bringest forth 
bread 

from the earth 
and devotion 
from the heart of man 
Amen. 

December 6,1955 
—at a membership dinner of 
South Mountain Lodge , hon¬ 
oring International Presi¬ 
dent, Philip N. Klutznick . 
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nurses COMMENCEMENT 


Father of Mercies: 

We have assembled 
this da}' 

to invoke Thy blessing upon these, 

Thy daughters, 

who embark this evening 
upon careers of consecrated service 
to their fellow men. 

Grant them strength, 

0 Father, 

that they may be enabled 
to bear up 

under the endless strain 
of serving 

the impatient needs and whims 
of suffering mankind, 
and of their harassed co-workers and 
associates 

in the mission of mercy. 

Fill their hearts 

with understanding, 
that their service 
may be more 

than physical amelioration, 

for there liveth no man 
on earth 
to whom 
the applause 
and sympathy 
of another human being 

is not of supreme consequence. 
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Imbue their spirits, 

0 Heavenly Healer, 
with the faith 

that for every woe 
there exists a hope, 

and for every pain 

a healing balm,— 

that 

in the dark sea of endless suffering 
in which the barque of their life 
may be cast, 

they may be fortified 
in their spiritual fibre 
to resist 

the corroding barnacles of callousness 

that would impair 

the worthiness of their endeavors. 

Lend wings 
to their faith, 

0 Father, 

that they may shelter the despairing 
beneath their pinions, 
and all men 
may see 

in their consecrated ministrations 

the healing hands 
°f Thy ministering angels. 

Amen. 

Beth Israel Hospital 
September 19,1951 
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dedication of medical 

RESEARCH CLINIC 


0 Healing Spirit of the Universe: 
We invoke Thy blessing 
as we dedicate 
this chapel of therapy 
to the sacred service 
of medicine. 


For 

we are eternally grateful 
unto Thee, 

0 Lord, 

that Thou hast fashioned us 
not as puppets, 
lacking in will or choice, 
but as living beings, 
endowed 

with Thy creative spark. 


Thou hast placed us 
in a world that is imperfect 
and incomplete 
and hast charged us 
with the responsibility 

of perfecting and completing 

Thy handiwork. 
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We thank Thee, 

Lord, 

for the diseases 
and the suffering 

which keep us 
from unwarranted pride 
and unseeing selfishness, 
the torments of body and mind 
which make us ever conscious 

of our need for each other’s help 
and our aspirations 
toward Thee. 

We thank Thee, 
also, 

for endowing us 

with the wisdom 
and the skill 
to face our problems 
with courage and confidence, 
knowing 

that Thou art with us, 
when we labor 

to heal and help 
our fellow men. 

Be Thou 

with the physicians and surgeons 

whose dedicated hands 
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will make 

of these bricks, 
of this steel and glass 
a sanctuary of grace 
and a tabernacle of blessing, 
lifting the spirit 
as its strengthens the body. 
Praised be Thou, 

0 Lord, 

who doth entrust Thy healing wisdom 
to the children of men. 

Amen. 
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CHILDREN’S PRAYER FOR THE 
RECOVERY OF OUR PRESIDENT 


Master of Healing, 
who delivered His servant, 

David, 

from the evil sword, 
and Daniel 

from the lion’s den, 

We, Your children, 
ask Your blessing 
and help 

for our beloved President— 

DWIGHT DAVID EISENHOWER— 
who lies 

upon the bed of illness. 

We love our President, 

OLord, 

for he is a good and kind man; 
he has led our people 
through war 
end peace 
better days 

an d happi er times. 

We pray 

that You may be with him 

ashe hes upon his bed. 
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Give him happy thoughts 
to cheer his long days, 
and glad remembrances 
of his work 
and play. 

Make him 
to know in his heart 

that we all miss his smile 
and his cheerful voice, 
and pray 

that we may see them soon 

again. 

Help his doctors, 

OGod, 

and make his family sure 
that if You are with us, 
we can never be hurt. 

Praised be Thou, 

0 Lord, 

who healest the sick. 

Amen. 

October i, 1955 
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IN ILLNESS 


0 Thou still, small voice 
whose love 

is the heart of the universe, 
my whispering soul 
seeks the rhythm of Thy heartbeat, 

that 

in its reverberating concords 
it may find strength and serenity. 

When I behold Thy heavens, 

0 Lord, 

the glories of Thy creation, 
what ami 

that Thou shouldst hear my whispers, 
who am I 

that my murmuring 
should touch Thy spirit? 

Yet, I know 
that 

the light which fires the stars, 
th e heat which warms the sun 

S ^'t>ht of my beloved’s eyes, 
he waimth of his spirit’s embrace. 

Thou hast made man in Thine image 

^“»»«h talvilhTh 

'thegloryofmind 

Perceives the wonders of the 
universe; 
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—the glory of heart 

that hears Thy music in the wind 
and sees Thy smile in the rosebud; 
—the glory of spirit 

that speaks from soul to soul, 

binding one to another 

with the sustaining rapture of love. 

In all these ways 
have I felt 

the crowning glory of Thy 
presence, Lord, 
the loving touch of Thy hand, 
the tender voice of Thy concern. 

I know, then, 

that Thou art with me, now, 
as I entrust myself 
to the skill of those 
upon whom Thou hast bestowed 
Thy healing wisdom. 

Be Thou with them 
in their art, 

and guide their heads and hands 
that I may be restored in health 
and strength 
to continue Thy work- 
refracting 

into dim and harried lives 

the rays of Thy warming light 








Sustain the spirits 

of those who love me 
that they may have faith 
in Thy divine judgment, 

for it is their boundless love 

that strengthens my faith in Thee. 

OGod, 

who hast given us rain for our bodies 

and added rainbows for our souls, 
wheat for our sustenance 

and flowers for our spirit, 
and to the necessary embrace of breeding 
hast bestowed the fiery ecstasy 
of love, 

be gracious also unto us 
at this hour, 
beyond our deserving. 

Into Thy hand 
I commit my spirit; 

For Thy salvation, I hope, 

OLord. 

Amen. 


















































